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Keys to Comprehension

THE SPEAKER OF A POEM
The poet is the person who writes the poem. The Speaker is the one who seems to be telling 
the poem. Poets sometimes create characters to be the speakers in their poems. In this way, 
a grown-up person can write a poem, and a child can seem to be telling it. 
Read the poem below:

Going Out to Tea
Mommy’s dressing me all up
With flowers everywhere.
She’s washed my hands.
She’s washed my face.
She’s even curled my hair.

She’s made me wear my daisy hat.
She bought me lacy gloves.
She’s dabbed perfume
Behind my ears
- The kind she really loves.

And now we’re getting
in the car.
She’s taking me to tea.
I’m bringing my doll, Missy.
I guess her doll
                   is ME!

	 by Jane Medina

Who is the speaker in this poem?  
About how old is he or she?

As You Read:	
As you read the following poem, think about the speaker.
     •  Is the speaker the same person as the poet?
     •  If not, why do you think the poet chose this speaker?
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The Keeper of Dreams
by John Micklos, Jr.

When I grow up, I want to be

A sailor sailing on the sea—

Or maybe a teacher,

Or maybe a singer,

Or maybe a preacher,

Or a steeple bell ringer.

Ask Yourself:
Title:   What does the title tell me?
Picture:   What is happening?
Stanza 1:   Who is speaking?

1
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You could be all those things,

My mom says to me.

You can be anything

That you want to be.

Just follow your dreams,

Wherever they lead,

For life is a tree and

Your dreams are the seeds.

When you’re young, you can dream

Of being anything—

An actor, a rock star,

An athlete, a king.

Whatever I wish for,

No matter how hard it seems,

I share with my mother,

The keeper of dreams.

2

3

Recite:   
Tell what you think this poem is about.

Ask Yourself:
Stanza 3:   With whom does he share his dreams?
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1. Who is the speaker in this poem?
     a. someone who knows the boy
     b. a college student
     c. a boy
     d. a sailor at sea

2. What does he dream about?  
     a.	a movie
     b.	his future
     c.	 the past
     d.  far away places

I found this evidence (information) in stanza _________,  
line _____.
    
3. Reread the title of the poem. 
What is a “Keeper of Dreams”?
     a. someone who tells you the truth
     b. someone who shares your home
     c. someone who listens and understands
     d. someone who keeps you safe

I found this evidence (information) in stanza _________,  
line _____.

Tips for Answering the Objective Question 
It is important to look back at the story for clues to the answers.  
It helps to underline the evidence for your answer.

Circle the letter next to the correct answer.
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4. Why does Mother mention things like rock star, athlete, or king?
     a. to show very different kinds of things
     b.	 to show that these are her favorites
     c.	 to say that some things are impossible
     d.  to tell her child to do one of them

5. The last two lines of stanza 2 state:
	 For life is a tree and
	 Your dreams are the seeds.
To what does the poet compare a tree?
     a.	dreams
     b. life
     c.	 strength
     d. choices

6. Which word below BEST describes Mother?
     a.	 funny
     b.	worried
     c.	bossy
     d. caring

7. Underline lines 2 and 4 of stanza 3. What do you notice about 
the end words?
     a. They have the same number of letters.
     b. They rhyme.
     c. They end in a period.
     d. They tell what the speaker says.
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8. By the end of the poem, what does the dreamer decide?
     a. to become a king
     b.	 some things are too hard to do
     c.	 to plant seeds
     d.  to keep dreaming

Check:
Did you answer ALL questions?  (Remember, do not leave a blank!)




