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This book is one of a seven-book
series. It is intended to provide reading
interest along with comprehension skill de-
velopment for readers who need additional
practice material to achieve mastery. The
controlled reading level of each book makes
it possible to assign students to the text most
suitable for individual reading comfort.

Readabilities for this book are 2.0-2.5,
consistent with the Spache Readability
Formula. The reading level should be
comfortable for students whose reading
skills are adequate for completing second
grade according to standardized tests.

Words not on the formula’s list of
familiar words were largely limited to
words in use in primary basal materials.

In some cases, the content required
the use of unfamiliar words. In such cases,
these words appear in the readiness
exercises or are supported by strong
context clues in the articles themselves.

This book contains eight units,
labeled A-H. Within each unit, there are
eight reading selections about factual
material. Subject matter is widely varied,
but at this level the greater part of the
content deals with plant and animal life.

There are many selections about wild
life: reptiles, mammals, insects, and birds.
There are also articles about domestic
animals and about caring for pets. Other
articles provide views of different cultures
and of problems in today’s world.

Before each article, there is a readi-
ness activity to introduce new words. This
work should be carefully supervised by the
teacher before the pupils begin the article
itself.

The words are defined in multiple
choice or completion situations. Students
must consider every word on the readiness
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list as they answer the preliminary ques-
tions. If this section is not handled as oral
group work, pupils should have access to
individual dictionaries.

Following each regular article is a
test which is especially designed to im-
prove specific skills in study reading.
There are charts at the end of these work-
books on which to record success on each
skill tested. Thus, the teacher and the
pupil can make a diagnosis of specific skill
weaknesses as well as keep track of progress
in each aspect of reading skill.

The skills tested are consistent with
the skills measured on widely accepted
reading-achievement tests. At this level,
the six follow-up skills practiced through-
out this book are:

1. Finding specific answers and giving
details. In questions of this type, particu-
lar words from the article must be used to
complete the sentence. Students gain
practice in remembering details from their
study reading. Questions 1 and 2 are always
of this type.

2. Meaning of the whole. These questions
require that the student select the answer
which best describes the central theme of
the story. Question 3 is of this type.

3. Determining whether a given idea has
been stated affirmatively, negatively, or
not at all within the reading matter. To
answer these questions, pupils need to
verify that the information is correctly
stated. Questions 4 and 5 give practice
with this skill.

4. Recognition of the meaning of a word in
context. Question 6 is this type.

At the conclusion of each unit A-G,
there is a longer story prepared for recrea-
tional reading. These stories come from
folktales and are intended both as pleasure



reading and as a basis for group discussion.
The Thinking It Over questions following
each story may be used to launch the dis-
cussions. In certain cases, it is possible to
ask students to write whole-sentence an-
swers for additional skill development.

All the selections may be used with
average or better readers to develop read-
ing speed when desired. If a time limit is
used, it should be standardized. Have all
students read the first article and take the
following test. Then fix the time limit
based on the time taken by 90 percent of the
students. For timing, use a watch or clock
with a second hand. Announce, “Begin,”
when the second hand is at 12. Record

the time in minutes and seconds. The
recreational reading selections have word
counts for determining speed. Students
should be urged to increase their speed only
in terms of their own results.

A sample exercise follows. The
directions given in color explain the pro-
cedure.

Ideally, the teacher will work
through the sample exercise in some detail,
directing and modeling the desired be-
havior. Thereafter, most pupils will be
able to proceed independently.

Read-along cassettes to help the
most dependent students are available for
Books A, B, C, and D.



HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Getting Ready for the Next Story

SAY AND KNOW Draw a line under the right word or fill in the blank.

tall 1. It means part of a tree. head branch bones

tallest

think 2. It begins with the same sound as throw. tie tall three
three 3. It rhymes with win. world thin legs

giraffe

branch 4. Write the word that means most tall.

Sample A Tall Story

The tallest animal in the world is the giraffe.
It grows to be three times as tall as people do.
It has no more bones in its neck than a person has.
But the giraffe’s bones are very large.

The giraffe has long, thin legs. It can run
very fast. It can sleep standing up. It rests its

head on the branch of a tree.



Sample Testing Yourself NUMBER RIGHT

1. The giraffe has large

2.

. What word in line five of the story means not thick?

The giraffe can sleep :
Draw a line under the right answer.

. The story as a whole is about

a. a short animal. c. tall animals.
b. a noisy animal. d. the giraffe.

The giraffe is almost as tall as a person. Yes No Does not say

. The giraffe has fat legs. Yes No Does not say
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Answers for the Sample
Check your work. |If you made a mistake,
find out why. Count the number you got right
and mark it on your paper.

Getting Ready for the Next Story Testing Yourself

1. branch 1. bones

2. three 2. standing up

3. thin 3. d. (the giraffe)

4. tallest 4. No (The giraffe is much

taller than a person.)

5. No (The giraffe has long,
thin legs.)

6. thin

Keeping Track of How You Are Doing

At the back of your book, beginning on page
144, there are record charts. Turn to the chart on
page 144 and read the directions. After you finish
each of your lessons, put your total score into the
right block on page 144.

Then turn to page 146. Read the directions
there. On pages 147 and 148, you will be keeping
track of how well you do on each type of question.
Work to do better each time.

If your teacher asks you not to mark in your
book, get help to make a copy of the record charts.
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Getting Ready for the First Story

say anp know  Write yes or no for each.

thin 1. Are some books thick?
thick
2. Is some paper thin?
thin
skin 3. Does skin rhyme with thin?
smooth 4. Does thick rhyme with thin?
rough
toads 5. Are some roads rough?

A-1 A Hop and a Jump

The toad is like the frog in many ways. But
they are not as much alike as people think.

The toad is short and thick. Its skin is dry
and rough. The frog is long and thin. Its skin is
wet and smooth. The toad cannot jump as high as

the frog. It cannot jump as far or as fast.



Both frogs and toads can live on land or in
water. Both sleep in the mud in winter. Both lay
their eggs in the water, and both eat bugs.

Children find that both frogs and toads can
be very hard to catch. Try it and see!

A-1  Testing Yourself NUMBER RIGHT

1. Toads lay their eggs in the

2. What kind of skin does the toad have?

Draw a line under the right answer.

3. The story as a whole is about

a. frog skins. c. how to catch frogs and toads.
b. jumping toads. d. how toads and frogs are alike.

4. Frogs are like toads in some ways. Yes No  Does not say

5. Toads can jump as high as frogs. Yes No  Does not say

6. What word in the last line of the story means to get hold of?





