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SQ3R is the key to comprehension.  It is a study skill you can use with all social
studies and science books.  SQ3R is simple, quick, and works!

Study the five steps below.

Look through the story quickly. 
Look at all:

headings
pictures
captions (the words under the pictures)
charts
graphs
maps 
highlighted or boldfaced print 

Read the questions at the end of the story.  They give clues to the 
important facts.

HINT: Read the Objective Questions (you don’t need to read all the 
answer choices now!)

S
U
R
V
E
Y

Q
U
E
S
T
I
O
N

You will use 
SQ3R for every story 

in this book.

About SQ3R �������������������������

Research shows: 
The more you know about something before 

you start to read it, the better you will 
understand it.  Survey and Question will do 

this in less than five minutes.
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Read all social studies units slowly.  If what you read does not make sense, 
it means that you might have read something wrong—REREAD.

HINT: Sometimes you must read something 4 or 5 times to 
understand it.

Retell what you have read.  If you cannot say it in your own words, it means 
that you did not understand it.  REREAD.  (It helps to take notes of the facts 
you have read.  They will help you to study for a test later.)

HINT: Just the act of writing will help you remember!

Several days before a test, go through the chapter again  Try to state the 
information in your own words.  Have someone else ask you questions from 
the book or your notes.  (If you did all the other steps, this one should be 
the easy part!)

Research shows:
The more senses you use to study something, the 
better you will learn it.  With SQ3R you are using 

seeing, hearing, speaking, and writing (touch).

R
E
A
D

R
E
C
I
T
E

R
E
V
I
E
W
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Unit 1:  

All About Communities 

1. The work fire fighters do is called a ________.

a. service b. citizen

2. The United States is a community with _________.

a. 50 cities b. 50 states

3. The Earth has ____________ .

a. ten continents b. seven continents

4. Maps may have a _________ to help us.

a. map key b. law

5. A symbol _______________.

a. stands for something

b. plays music

ANSWERBOX
1.The work fire fighters do is called a service.
2.The United States is a community with 50 states.
3.The Earth has seven continents.
4.Maps may have a map keyto help us.
5.A symbol standsfor something.

After surveying the story, I can tell that:

After looking at the objective questions, I can tell that:

Read the following selection carefully.  Stop after each section to
tell the main idea in your own words. 

�����������������������������������������

S
U
R
V
E
Y

Q
U
E
S
T
I
O
N

R
E
A
D

How did you do?  
Check the Answer Box 

to See.
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Objective Questions

Circle the correct answer choice for each question.

�����������������������������������������

Look back at the story 
to find the answers!  

It helps to underline the proof.

1. What does Jenny’s whole address tell?

a. her name, city and state

b. her neighborhood

c. all the communities she belongs to

d. the whole address needed to send a letter

2. Tom and Jenny live in: 

a. different countries b. different states

c. different continents d. different planets

3. How are all communities the same?

a. They make rules for all to follow.

b. People live and work together there.

c. All communities have jobs.

d. all of the above

4. The climate of a community is:

a. the weather it has most of the time

b. a change in the weather

c. a sudden snowstorm

d. the work people do



5. What is the Earth? 

a. a country b. a planet

c. a continent d. a hemisphere

6. The largest pieces of land on Earth are

a. continents b. countries

c. states d. areas

7. The story tells that the Earth has:

a. more land than water

b. more water than land

c. more mountains than rivers

d. more deserts than cities 

8. What separates the Northern Hemisphere from the Southern 
Hemisphere?

a. the North Pole b. the South Pole

c. Europe d. the Equator

9. Many maps have a map key to help us.  What does it do?

a. It tells you how to use the map.

b. It opens parts of the map.

c. It tells about the history of a place.

d. It tells about the people that live in a place.

10. If you want to know how faraway a place is,

a. look at the compass rose b. look at the equator

c. look at the map scale d. look at the table of contents

14
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Objective Questions

�����������������������������������������



11. A symbol stands for something. What do the two symbols in the 
picture above stand for?

a. Texas

b. Georgia

c. the United States

d. the Earth

12. Why are there 50 stars on the flag?

a. one for each city

b. one for each country

c. one for each President

d. one for each state

15
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Objective Questions
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Constructed-Response Questions

Write your answers to the questions that follow in the spaces provided.

�����������������������������������������

1. What is the capital of Texas?

2. Which large body of water is southeast of Texas?

3. In which city is the Alamo found?

4. What country lies south of Texas?

Dallas

Lo
ui

si
an

a

Arkansas

New Mexico

Oklahoma

Lubbock

Abilene

Water

City

State Capital

Amarillo

Austin

Fort
Worth

El Paso Waco

Houston
The Alamo

San Antonio

Laredo

Corpus
Christi

Brownsville

Davis
Mountains

MEXICO

TEXAS
The Lone Star State

N

S

EW

Big Bend 
National

Park Rio
G

rande This map shows Tom’s home
state, Texas.  Use the map
to answer the questions
below.

Reading maps can be 
tricky.  Check the TITLE, MAP KEY, 

and the COMPASS ROSE.

Gulf of 
MMMMexxico 
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